Developmental
Enrichment
Centers

ON DEC
V o l u m e

4 ,

I s s u e

1

M a r c h

2 0 1 3

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Honor’s & Awards

1

Thank You to
Albertson’s

1

Birthday’s

2

Program Highlights

2

Manny Castro

2

Performance
Graphs

3

Employee of the
Year

3

Yearly Sponsors

3

From the President

4

Partnering with
Capernaum

5

July Fundraiser

5

Jerseys Mikes
Fundraiser

5

Employee Spotlight

6

Volunteer Spotlight

6

Employees of the
Month

6

Honor’s and Award’s
Nancy Younger, President/CEO was provided numerous opportunities to speak to local community members about the
growing need for disability services and specifically, the work
of DEC. We are grateful to The American Lutheran Church of
Sun City, Community Church of Joy Women’s Group, West
Valley Human Service Alliance, and the Arrowhead Kiwanis
Club for providing a forum to share. As a result, needed awareness was raised and several individuals stepped forward to offer their time and talent as regular volunteers through
the DEC Day Program. In recognition of the service provided to our community, DEC was
awarded the 2012 Peoria Chamber of Commerce Non-profit of the Year. Nancy is available to speak with other groups about ways in which individuals and local churches can
support families caring for disabled loved ones, and how they too can make a positive impact by helping DEC bring the message of love and hope through quality care.

DEC wishes to express a big THANK YOU to Albertsons.
Albertsons has been a big contributor to our organization for
quite a while. They have also partnered with us in the Community Partner Card. In support to us, when someone uses
our specialized barcode card at check out, Albertsons will donate 1% of your amount spent
to DEC. This is NO COST to you. If interested feel free to call our office or even drop by to
pick up your own Community Card and start helping today! We are very thankful for their
contributions and their support.

Board Members:
•Nancy Younger
President
•Stephen Younger
Secretary
•Betty Lynch
Treasurer
•Teresa Buelow
Chair Fundraising
•Theresa Kresge
Member
•Mary Menchaca
Member

DTA clients celebrate receipt of new donation check from
Albertson’s Market located at 8950 W. Bell Road
“Will this fit in the ATM machine?”
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
OCTOBER
Michael A. 10/9
Grace P. 10/10
Jennifer J. 10/11
Jessica D. 10/16
Chris E. 10/17
Kaelynn A. 10/21
Heather F. 10/30

NOVEMBER
Eyonna P. 11/2
Marcia G. 11/8
Derik R. 11/9
Pacita P. 11/10
Sarah B. 11/19

DECEMBER
Dylan C. 12/3
Zachary L. 12/6
Stephen D. 12/7
Kobie E. 12/16
Samantha Q. 12/16
Seth L. 12/21
Melissa P. 12/26
Craig S. 12/27
Ann P. 12/29
Keira D. 12/29

JANUARY
Matthew N. 1/18
Matthew P. 1/21
Frank P. 1/25
Jacob H. 1/31

FEBRUARY
Nicole E. 2/3
Taylor H. 2/3
Aislinn F. 2/15
Rhonda P. 2/21

MARCH
Pamela W. 3/13
Stephanie B. 3/17
Daniel B. 3/20
Jonathan B. 3/26
Ruben M. 3/27

Program Highlights
Adult Day Program (DTA): In February, DEC was fortunate
enough to receive a donation to purchase sports equipment.
Now we can play basketball, soccer, volleyball, bowling and
shuffleboard; all without leaving the facility. When the
weather became too cold we had table top games galore to
keep us busy and warm. With all the
sports equipment, DEC is planning to
host a first annual DEC Olympics. Stay
tuned to see who receives the Gold.
We love outings. Each week we have
the opportunity to leave the program
and spend time in our community.
Whether it’s shopping at near by
stores, going out to lunch or even just a
stroll to the park for fresh air and games; we look forward to it each
week. Last, but not least, is our incredible staff who keep us busy with crafts and activities. We love spending time in the computer lab or playing the Wii after lunch. However,
the best part are the crafts.
Youth & Children’s Afterschool Program (DTT): For the after
school program, we have taken full advantage of the recently purchased sports equipment. Almost every afternoon there is nothing
like shooting hoops to alleviate the restlessness following a long
school day. Then there is the computer lab where we can learn new
skills while playing games. We took advantage of the school days off
and the gorgeous weather by walking to
the park, taking a trip to McDonalds and
going bowling. For crafts we made Leprechaun hats, decorated the board for Valentine’s Day and made puppy chow
(Yummy!). We may only have a few short
hours after school, but we make the most
out of it.

In Remembrance of Manny
On February 1, 2013 our dear friend and co-worker,
Manny Castro, went home to be with the Lord. He was
taken due to cancer. Through the years, Manny
touched all our lives at DEC in a very special way and
his presence will be deeply missed. Though we mourn
his passing, we have the full assurance that he is free
from the suffering of this earth and in the presence of
the Lord. “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

DEC Welcomes YoungLife Capernaum!
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Starting January 2013, DEC welcomes the west valley YoungLife
Capernaum group to our program
facility on Tuesday evenings, from
7pm-8:30pm. DEC is thrilled to partner with “Capernaum” as we minister
to teens and young adults with disabilities by helping these friends discover and enjoy acceptance, adventure and fun. Not only do they have club on Tuesdays, they also hold
activities throughout the year such as: bowling, movie night, holiday
parties, karaoke, and even prom at the end of every school year.
(To the left students listen to a leader tell a story out of the bible and teach the
importance that it would hold in their lives.)

It will be on the second Friday of every month from 6pm
to 9pm. It will be held at the
2nd Friday of each
DEC location. Parents and
Caregivers can enjoy a night
out while we provide a fun filled evening. Activities include: family friendly movies, games, music, pizza,
popcorn, and drinks. The cost of this event is $20 per person. This is not a DDD sponsored event but solely as a
benefit to our special friends and their families, while helping us raise much needed funding. Call the office at (602)
993-5153 with any questions. Feel free to bring friends!

“Friday Night Fun”
month

Thursday, April 18th!
Jersey Mike’s Sponsors DEC

One of our BIGGEST fundraisers is
on its way! So get
ready and plan for a
great evening in July.
Details to follow!!
Make sure to keep an
eye out for the information when released!

Grab a bite to eat anytime between 12 noon
and closing, and Jersey Mike’s will donate 20%
of your meal ticket directly to DEC. Just mention our name when ordering to be sure your
purchase counts. So
tell all your friends
and family and mark
your calendars to visit
Jersey Mike’s.
Located at:
7410 W. Bell Rd.
(next to Starbucks)

Spotlight on Volunteers

Employee Spotlight
Pamela Williams, Admin.
Assistant began working for
DEC February of 2013. She has
8 years of administrative background and has over 6 years of
experience with kids and adults
with developmental disabilities.
She is a team leader in the nonprofit organization YoungLife
Capernaum. “The passion these
clients have in life just amazes
me and they show me the true
love of this world,” She says.
She also is in school majoring in Psychology and Nursing.
With her warm, outgoing personality and the knowledge of
administrative office, we are pleased to have her join our
team.

Rodger & Shannon Wilson
come on Tuesday afternoons
and they both sing as Rodger
plays the Baritone Ukulele.
Shannon as well, reads to the
clients. They both have been
singing publically for many
years together. Shannon does
this because her brother has a
developmental disability. The
couple say that the clients bring
them pure joy and see Gods full
love in them. They do this to express
God’s love to the clients.

Connie Lasher offers her
Cherie Brown comes on
Thursdays to help the clients
on a one on one basis and
teach them the art of painting.
She started working with developmentally disabled people
at a high school as a job coach
(teaching them to do laundry in
hotels and busing tables), then
moved to driving a bus for
them. She was invited by another one of our volunteers Pastor Joe to
play accordion with him for music. She has a passion for art so she
decided to pass her skills to the clients. She does this because she
loves seeing them smile. She has a big heart for our clients.

clerical service each week
in support of our office
staff. She has also been
a tremendous help with
special projects and
events. Connie recently
lost her husband and
states she has found
healing and joy through
helping in the administrative
offices of DEC. Her professionalism and sweet
spirit are a joy to all our staff.

EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH
Grace Peinado
October 2012

Marcia Garrett
November 2012

Derik Roof
December 2012

Luz Orozco
January 2013

Eyonna Patterson
February 2013

Welcomes new staff member, Pacita Peterson, DTA / HCBS
Office: 602-993-5153
Program: 602-314-4214
Fax: 602-993-5163

16809 N. 53rd Avenue, Ste. 1-2
Glendale, AZ 85306
Email: info@dec-az.com

